
Stand Up For Your Faith 2015  

H.E.R.O. HOLY EUCHARIST CHURCH YOUTH MINISTRY WILL HOST 

 “STAND UP FOR YOUR FAITH 2017” FOR 24 CONTINOUS HOURS STARTING ON OCT 7th 

 

Tabernacle, NJ  

 Youth Ministry participants, high school age teens, will be challenged to hold up a heavy 

wooden cross for 24 straight hours. This test of faith and endurance is intended to 

heighten awareness of the plight of their peers who are suffering in storm ravaged 

Texas.  This Stand Up for You Faith Event, held on October 7th- 8th, will validate their 

notion of the power of “pray in action” while also raising funds for a long-suffering 

Houston area parish’s youth ministry.  

 Youth ministry members of St. Mary of the Lakes (Medford), St. Isaac Jogues (Marlton), St. John 

Neumann (Mt. Laurel) and St. Joan of Arc (Marlton) will join with H.E.R.O, The Church of the Holy 

Eucharist’s youth ministry staff and teens on grounds of the Tabernacle, New Jersey church. Holy 

Eucharist parish has opened its doors for this “24 Hour Teen Faith Marathon” event. The idea for the 

gathering was born in 2015 as a challenge for its own H.E.R.O. 

(Holy Eucharist Reaching Out) youth ministry. That inaugural event, 

focused on Christian persecution, received strong support from the 

entire parish (over $3000 in donations) and enthusiastic praise 

from the 50 plus teen attendees. The teens’ extremely positive 

feedback, and their visceral reaction to their time holding up the 

cross, literally standing up for their faith, made way for the open 

invitation to the other members of Burlington County Cohort 3 of 

Bishop O’Connel’s Faith in Our Future initiative.  

The event will focus on small groups of teen volunteers “standing up for their faith” in one-hour shifts, 

around the clock, helping to support the weight of the cross and standing in support of each other. In 

the weeks leading up to the event, participating youth solicited donations corresponding to their 

participation in the total 24-hour effort.  Most teen will serve 2-3 one-hour shifts on “cross duty” over 

the 24-hour entirety. The enthusiastic teens inscribe the hours they sign up to serve in marker on their 

left arm, it serves as a reminder and a badge of honor. Sleep is uncommon and snacking is frequent.  

Throughout the weekend the youth ministry members will don long sleeve t-shirts emblazoned with an 

image of a simple Latin cross with a life preserver at the intersection of the patibulum and the upright.  

In bright red letters “STAND UP FOR YOUR FAITH” is boldly printed above and “2017 HURRICANE RELIEF” 

is stenciled across the central image. The shirts reflect the focus of the event and act as a reminder of 

the cause these resolute teens stand for. 



The 24-hour mission will include opportunities for the youth to engage the entire parish. The event will 

take place just outside the parishes busy, glassed enclosed, Café area. The 12-foot, 180 lb., oak cross will 

be held upright by the determined youth on the hardscaped patio typically used for outdoor seating. 

After each Mass, teens will act as a “rescue mission” and will ask attendees to donate to the fundraising 

effort. This bustling space for fellowship will be strung with rescue rope on which those willing to offer 

donations or prayers can hang their endorsed “life preservers” to declare their willingness to reach out 

to our storm ravaged brothers and sisters.  The day following the Texas devastation, Pope Francis 

offered his prayer for the victims and their families and for all those involved in “the vital work of relief, 

recovery and rebuilding.”  In his telegram, the Pope voiced his confidence that the “immense and 

immediate” needs of the thousands affected will continue to prompt “a vast outpouring of solidarity and 

mutual aid in the best traditions of the nation.”  

It was a result of this “solidarity for those affected” 

that led to the immediate decision to gear all the 

fundraising efforts of STAND UP 2017 toward the 

victims of the most powerful storm to hit Texas in 50 

years; Hurricane Harvey, and its record 52 inches of 

rain, massive flooding, and unprecedented 130 miles 

per hour winds has caused 82 deaths and has left 

thousands stranded or forced to evacuate their 

homes.  

The Holy Eucharist Youth Ministry Team, dialogued, 

researched and prayed for a worthy mission to materialize out of the catastrophe left in Harvey’s wake. 

Stand Up for Your Faith 2017 needed a focus that the teens could mentally and spiritually connect with. 

Many calls to offer help and support were made and dozens of messages were left unanswered. The 

archdioceses of Galveston-Houston was in chaos, it had 120 churches of its 146 parishes suffering 

varying levels of storm damage, 5 parishes, 5 beautiful Catholic churches were destroyed or considered 

a total loss… 

After 7 days a call came through, it was Houston 

(Archdiocese office) … They had a problem, they 

had many. One parish, one of the 5 that lost 

everything was not only persevering they were 

determined to carry on. St Phillip the Apostle 

Church in Huffman Texas was holding Sunday 

Mass in a catering hall and ministry meetings in 

still standing houses and office buildings….and 

their Youth Minister, Becky Pursell, wanted and 

needed our help.  

 
St. Phillip the Apostle Church flooded sanctuary.  August 31,2017  

                 Post Harvey rescue efforts outside of Houston Texas 



The support the devastated Texas parish was asking 

for didn’t include anything to help rebuild their storm 

ravaged building, but it was a call for direct assistance 

for 10 teen members of their youth ministry who were 

left homeless, displaced by the hurricane’s fury.  These 

teens are living in the homes of friends and family so 

they can finish out their high school year.  We will 

stand up for our faith filled teenage brothers and 

sisters who may have lost all their possessions but not 

their faith. Stand Up 2017 had its mission, now it 

needed a cross. Prayers were answered thanks to 

Steve Raffo and the Knights of Columbus council #8733 a sizable oak tree was obtained from Raffo’s 

nearby property and the massive cross, the centerpiece of the event was lovingly crafted. 

 The 24-hour faith fueled fundraising event will include many 

activities to engage those teens not “On Cross Duty” and standing 

up for their faith. We will offer midnight adoration of the blessed 

sacrament along with Reconciliation. We will cook-out, cook in, 

bake, barbeque and order pizza. Share friendship. Share 

Fellowship. We will sing, watch outdoor movies on a BIG screen, 

sing, play video games, sing, play bean bag toss and sing. We will 

organize team sports, wiffle ball, volley ball, flag football. We will 

play, we will pray… The Teens are encouraged to bring 

homework, a good book or The Good Book. Our Youth Ministry 

members will respect all prayer times and quietly relax during all 

Masses and close out the 24th hour by carrying the cross into the 

worship space for 6 pm mass followed by a special blessing by 

Pastor Andrew Jamieson.  

Stand Up for Your Faith 2017 Hurricane Relief will fill the hearts 

and minds of all who participate. The comradery that builds as everyone gathers at the cross at quarter 

till each hour. We gather to pray and mark the success of those who are about to complete their hour 

and watch as they change hands at supporting the cross. 

Once a volunteers first shift is completed he/she is 

emblazoned with the sigh of the cross in sharpie marker on 

his/her right hand by the preceding cross bearers. The 

changing of the guard occurs 24 times and concludes each 

time as the initiated teens autograph an authentic life 

preserver which will accompany the check sent to those 

wonderful and worthy teens at St. Phillips parish in Houston. 

Jersey Strong, Texas Strong…Jesus Strong!           

A GO FUND ME account has been 
Stand Up for Your Faith 2015- Closing mass 

Stand Up 2017 Hurricane Relief massive cross  

Youth Ministry photo St Phillip the Apostle Huffman, Texas  



established “Stand Up 2017”                                                                     

https://www.gofundme.com/stand-up-2017 

For more information: Church of the Holy Eucharist   520 Medford Lakes Road Tabernacle, NJ 08088 

   Jeff Siedlecki, Youth Ministry Coordinator  

Church Office: 609-268-8383 

Cell Phone: 609-346-9063 

 

 

   

 

 


